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ABC News reported on the "Portuguese Only" sign controversy, while also quoting the president of the Brazilian Institute of English as saying that "Brazil is not a requirement for English", and that "some people want to make Brazil a requirement for becoming bilingual". ABC News reported, "It's part of an ongoing debate about English education among Brazilians. For years, native English speakers
have staked out positions at Brazilian high schools and universities to teach English." The prime minister of Brazil, the president of the National Council for Foreign Languages (CONLANG) and many others in Brazil protested against this idea, stating that "our country would not be able to compete if we tried to become a unilingual nation." On March 6, 2007, the brand new Reitoria da Universidade
Presbiteriana Mackenzie issued a resolution denying that it had ever suggested that Brazilian students take any language other than Portuguese in addition to their native ones. The previous reitor (president) of the university had issued a bulletin in 2006 stating that Portuguese-speaking students were required to take English and Spanish in order to graduate, and that this requirement would remain
despite the new reitorate. However, the 2007 resolution stated that no such language requirements existed. In an interview, Mr. Barros explained: "The Mackenzie University never suggested students take another language besides Portuguese. It's not possible to fulfill all requirements with only Portuguese classes." The courses suggested by him are language courses of Portuguese as a Foreign Language
(EFL) or English as a Foreign Language (TEFL), where students can practice their oral skills with native speakers.
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